Science and the Social Studies

At no point in the nation's history have young people had
such freedom and independence as to-day. Never have they
had such opportunities of following the wrong lines of indi-
vidual and social development : but, complementary to this,
never has therfe been such an opportunity for teachers to
offer correct guidance. Never before has there been such
opportunity for teachers to build up the character of the
younger generation on a foundation of true knowledge of
personal worth and thus to prevent them from being lured
away by the cheap type of personality appeal in which an
individual is singled out for the special favours of fortune,
as in the cinema. Here emotions come before under-
standing and personal success bears no relation to the
common good. So much depends nowadays upon mutual
sympathy and understanding. All this was shown in 1941
by messages sent by Mr. Winston Churchill and others to
the International Youth Rallies telling youth of its responsi-
bilities towards the nation. But we, as teachers, must also
bear in mind that youth in a social sense has definite claims
cxi those of maturer years. Youth deserves our help, but
how we are to carry out that obligation is a matter for the
teacher, among others, to decide. For teachers must realize
that it is easy to misguide youth en masse, as shown by Nazi
Germany where the Hitler Youth may be considered to be,
probably through no fault of their own, the workers of
iniquity and of primitive passions. If it is possible to
organize and misguide youth, then it should be just as
equally possible to organize and guide youth along the right
feies. This must be done chiefly through the schools, youth
ocganizations, etc. : but teachers must never close their eyes
to die fact that the main unit is the family itself. It is
necessary for them to impress upon youth the biological and
sociological principles of family life and to make them realize,
as few of them do, that (as Cardinal Hiasley once pointed out)
the dignity of the family lies not solely in the begetting of
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